
Appendix 1: Intercensal Population Changes

Table 1: Change in population numbers in Belfast Metropolitan Area between Censal Years

Area 1991 2001
% change 
since 1991 2011

% change 
since 2001

% change 
since 1991

Belfast 279,237 277,392 -0.7 280,962 1.3 0.6 
Castlereagh 60,799 66,487 9.4 67,242 1.1 10.6 
Lisburn 99,458 108,690 9.3 120,165 10.6 20.8 
Newtownabbey 74,035 79,996 8.1 85,139 6.4 15.0 
North Down 71,832 76,320 13.1 78,078 6.6 8.7 
Carrickfergus 32,750 37,659 15.0 39,114 3.9 19.4 
Belfast Metropolitan Area 618,111 646,544 4.6 670,700 3.7 8.5

Northern Ireland 1,577,836 1,685,267 6.8 1,810,863 7.5 15.8 

Table 2: Change in number of households in Belfast Metropolitan Area between Censal Years

Area 2001 2011
% change 
since 2001

Belfast 119,553 120,595 0.9
Castlereagh 27,518 27,733 0.8
Lisburn 41,140 45,723 11.1
Newtownabbey 32,137 33,971 5.7
North Down 32,208 33,255 8.7
Carrickfergus 14,785 16,200 9.6
Belfast Metropolitan Area 267,341 277,477 3.8

Northern Ireland 626,718 703,275 12.2 

Table 3: Change in average household size in Belfast Metropolitan Area

Area 2001 2011
% change 
since 2001

Belfast 2.4 2.3 -3.7
Castlereagh 2.4 2.4 -1.6
Lisburn 2.7 2.6 -3.0
Newtownabbey 2.5 2.5 -2.4
North Down 2.4 2.3 -3.3
Carrickfergus 2.5 2.4 -5.2

Total NI 2.7 2.5 -4.2 



Map 1: Intercensal change in population by Ward


